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Rose McCarthy brings together the worlds of Politic s and Religion! 
Rose McCarthy from London pictured with Bishop Longley (L) and Andrew Slaughter MP (R). 

Pavee Céilidh this year was a great suc-
cess and its was all down to the people 
who got involved. ITMB would like to 
thank all involved! Those with stalls, eve-
ryone who contributed to the DVD and 
one and all who attended in both loca-
tions. This years cross country events 
were one to remember! London kicked 
off Gypsy Roma Traveller History Month 
on 30th with a very musical theme. From 
babies to grannies everyone had a go at 
singing and the atmosphere was electric 
as some of the best Irish Traveller 
voices filled the Hammersmith Irish Cen-
tre. Food and drink washed down a busy 
schedule of speeches and appearances. 
It wasn’t just the cultural tradition of sing-
ing that was well represented but paper 
rose making took on another art form in 
the foyer. Hundreds of paper roses were 

put together by all the visitors and made into 
a caravan. This beautiful art work stayed in 
the Hammersmith Irish Centre as a reminder 
of the traditional skills and crafts to be cele-
brated throughout the month of June 
(GRTHM). Through-out the month the ITMB 
team and volunteers were busy preparing for 
the second event in Manchester. Another 
resounding success! The day time gave 
Traveller children a chance to share their cul-
ture with their peers from local schools, ITMB 
believe its never too early to start celebrating 
your culture! The evening celebrated all kinds 
of Traveller culture just as in London with the 
twist of having a fashion show showcasing off 
the skills of the new generation of Travelling 
young people. Both events were well at-
tended and everyone had a great time. 
Here’s to a bigger and even better celebra-
tion of Traveller Culture next year;  
PAVEE CEILIDH 2010! 
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Building Aware-
ness with West 
Midland  
Planning Aid 
Service Staff 
and Volunteers 

�

Scott Philips (scott@ririshtraveller.org.uk) and Grace O’Malley (grace@irishtraveller.org.uk) 
are working on Capacity Building, if you want to learn more about becoming a trainer or get 

training for your organisation contact us! E-mail or phone 0207 607 2002 

On July 11th Julie 
Joyce, Mary-Lou 
McDonagh  and 
Scott Phillips  
facilitated a training 
workshop which 
served to raise 
awareness about 
Gypsies and Travel-
lers to 22 members 
of the West Midlands 
Planning Aid Service 
(WMPAS).  
 
 
 
 
Below is a brief extract from the WMPAS newsletter (Summer 2009): 

“In the afternoon we heard about Gypsy and Traveller Lives 
from Scott assisted by Julie Joyce and Mary-Lou McDonagh 
from the Gypsy and Traveller community, a phrase which is 
in itself misleading as there are several “communities”.  
These include English Romany Gypsies, Irish Travellers, 
Showmen & Fairground People, Bargees, Continental Roma 
and New Age Travellers.  Each one may share common 
characteristics with the others, but we also need to be aware 
of the differences between them, including religion, language, 
dialect and the nature of their economic activity. 
After a successful day and attendance at 2 other events in 
March and July where representatives of travellers were pre-
sent, my conclusion is that the traveller community still faces 
an uphill battle against prejudice from host communities.  Any 
planner involved in the process of establishing sites to meet 
the need for new pitches set out in the Regional Spatial Strat-
egy really ought to take advantage of the training that has 
already taken place within WMPAS.  It will serve them well 
when explaining proposals to hostile and possibly prejudiced 
audiences in venues round the region. 
Feedback from participants was extremely positive and sev-
eral attendees have expressed an interest in attending fur-
ther equality and planning training-look out for further up-
dates!” 

ITMB enjoyed the opportunity to work with this organisation, and look for-
ward to many opportunities that will be coming up in the future to continue 
this relationship. 
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Building Awareness 



News Round up! 
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There was 
so much to 
see and do!  
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“We are looking for 

people to be 

interviewed.  As a token 

of appreciation we will 

give interviewees a £15 

Argos voucher ” 
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My name is Julie Joyce, and I work for the Irish Traveller Move-
ment in Britain. I recently worked on an oral history project.   My 
role was to collect  oral histories from the Irish Travellers in Man-
chester and the north of England. I travelled far and wide meet-
ing lots of different people.  The equipment I used for this was a 
recorder with audio effects and a microphone and headphones.  
I would go and sit and have a chat with the person i was about 
to interview about what i was going to ask them.  This made 
every one relaxed about the process of recording Oral History 
as having a microphone in your face can be a little scary. I inter-
viewed all kinds of people but the best people were the older 
ones, because they would go back years & years. Everyone who was involved in the pro-
ject wanted to tell me that they think it is very importance for the next generation to learn 
about the culture. Many people believe it is dying out and we should not let this happen. I 
really enjoyed meeting all the people while I was working on this project. I think it is a very 
valuable project to collect and record the thoughts of 
Irish Travellers. Sometimes travellers don’t write 
things down and only tell their families in stories 
about their lives or histories. I am so happy I have 
helped to save these precious memories.  
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ORAL HISTORY 
IS A VERY IM-
PORTANT PART 
IN THE IRISH 
TRAVELLER 
LIFE, ITS WERE 
WE KEEP OUR 
PAST ALIVE 
WITH ALL OUR 
HAPPY MEMO-
RIES AND WE 

Julie Joyce, sessional  worker at ITMB and an Irish Trav-
eller from Manchester tells us how Oral History has been 
an invaluable tool within the Travelling community. 

What Is Oral History? 
We all have stories to tell, and we 
have all heard our families talk about 
past memories. Oral history listens to 
these stories.. Historians now recog-
nize that the everyday memories of 
everyday people, not just the rich 
and famous, have historical impor-
tance. Gypsies and Travellers per-
haps have even more stories to tell, 
as there is a long tradition of storytel-
ling and an emphasis by some on 
oral communication rather than writ-
ten. The problem is much of this rich 
history is not being written down or 
recorded If we do not collect and 
preserve those memories, those sto-
ries, then one day they will disappear 
forever. Pavee Céilidh seeks to en-
sure the story of Irish Travellers in 
Britain is not forgotten by building up 
an oral history archive on Irish Trav-
ellers. 
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My experience 
of Pavee Céilidh in London and Manchester  
I had a nice time at Pavee Céilidh in both Manchester and 

London. It was good  to see the rest  of the other Travellers  

having a good day  too. Its great to see all the work that the 

Travellers  are doing for themselves and the rest of the com-

munity.  I’ve been working here myself,  with The Irish Travel-

ler Movement in Britain (ITMB) and it makes  me very happy 

as a Irish Traveller to be working and learning  more every day  

When I was asked what did I liked  about Pavee Céilidh in 

London  the people were all lovely and I particularly loved all 

the music and the dancing!!  There’s a lot a good talent  

amongst the Travellers. 

  I also met a few new Travellers in  Manchester as well 

as people I knew.  I loved the mix of the young and the old 

people all getting involved in the flower arranging,  it all looked 

so nice.  For all the young  communities  whether Irish Travel-

ler, Gypsy or Roma  I want  to let  you  all know  there  is  lots 

of  good work  for you all. There is training  here  for you, you 

have  all  got  good  talents so  don’t  waste them. Here at 

ITMB  everyone is very supporting, they  would  only  be   too  

happy  in supporting  you  so why not give it a go?!  its  fun   

and you have  a good old time!   In fact I would like to say  

work  is  here  for  all   ages young  and  old  that  are  able,  

so why  not   give  us a call  and find  out  lots  more? 

 You  can   phone  this  number   020  7607 2002    some   one  

will  be here  to  take  your  call.  Pavee Céilidh  was  

very  good  this  year  thanks  to  all  that  made   it    

possible   lets  make it  better  next  year   lets  live to 

our name as Irish Travellers!!! 

Thanks to everyone and God Bless to all and everyone! 

Here Bridget McCarthy, ITMB 
Sessional worker,  from 

Haringey writes about her 
experiences of the Pavee 

Céilidh events in June.  

Do you have 
something to say? 

Share it will us! Write 
in or e-mail us with 

your ideas! 



Irish Traveller Movement in Britain 

The Resource Centre,  
356 Holloway Rd, 
London N7 6PA 
Tel 0207 607 2005 

Some Useful Traveller Help Lines  

Friends Families and Travellers 
01273 234 777 

Travellers Advice Team for legal ad-
vice 
0845 120 2980 

Editor   
Grace O’Malley 
grace@irishtraveller.org.uk 
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ITMB are grateful to 
all of the support we 
get from our funders .  


