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Director’s Welcome

It has been extremely busy since the publication of our last
newsletter in November. There have been many high
points including productive meetings with the Council of
Europe, the Children’s Commissioner and ongoing
discussions with the European Commission. We have also
celebrated the success of one of our Community
Development interns, Ann O’Donnell gaining a paid
internship with the Equalites and Human Rights
Commission.

On the negative side, ITMB were disheartened by the
Channel 4 portrayal of Travellers in their “Big Gypsy
wedding” series where it was clear that the series was not
representative of many Travellers. As a result ITMB have
seen a discernible upsurge in prejudiced incidents of
racism towards Travellers, which have been reported to us
and which we are trying to assist with.

Additionally, there has been more bad news with the
decision taken by Basildon Council in favour of issuing the
28 day eviction notice period of Dale Farm. ITMB have set
up a petition calling on the British Prime Minister to
intervene. We would urge you to sign this and it will be
handed in to Downing Street by residents of Dale Farm in
the coming weeks.

Finally, we also said a fond farewell to Scott Philips, our
capacity development officer in the North who has returned
to the United States. We wish him all the best for the
future.

Yvonne MacNamara,

Director, ITMB



http://www.irishtraveller.org.uk/

Policy Corner

Since the last policy update in
November, the policy team have been
busy organising and attending a variety
of events and many of the related
reports are outlined in this newsletter
such as the human rights family day.

We have also been making trips around
the country, visiting various Traveller
sites which is important in informing and
feeding into, our policy briefings and
research. In particular, we have made
visits to Dale Farm to discuss with the
families the impending evictions. We will
also be using the Dale Farm situation as
a case study in our Shadow report to the
UN.

Another meeting which was particularly
productive, was the recent Gypsy,
Traveller, Roma All Party Parliamentary
Group meeting held at the House of
Commons in December. The theme of
the meeting was Equalities and Human
Rights.

ITMB gave a presentation to the group
on the work that we are currently doing
in raising awareness of the human rights
and legal implications related to the
GRT communities. In particular, our
presentation focused on the work we are
doing at the European and the
International level in this regard,
including our shadow report to the UN
and also in terms of our engagement
with senior officials at the European
Commission. The aim of our
presentation was to ensure we have the
support of sympathetic British politicians
in our European and International policy
engagement.

ITMB were also involved in the Panel
Review of Government Policy on
Gypsies and Travellers, organised by
Travellers Trust Aid and the policy team
gave evidence before the panel. The
two days covered Accommodation,
Planning and Enforcement, on Thursday
4 February, and Health, Children,
Welfare and Education Issues related to
accommodation on Friday 5 February.
The report will be published in the
coming months and ITMB eagerly await
the findings of the panel.

Related to our European policy work,
following a meeting with the Director of
Equality at the European Commission,
Belinda Pyke, she has agreed to meet
with a delegation from the Irish Traveller
Movement in Brussels, where we hope
to pursue further some of the issues we
raised with her at the initial meeting. In
particular, we are keen to discuss the
European use of the generic “Roma”
term which encompasses Traveller and

Gypsy groups.

We are also concerned that the
European Institutions should take a
stronger role in ensuring UK compliance
with equality and Race legislation where
the GRT communities are adversely
affected. Linked to this ITMB have been
invited to attend the next European
Platform meeting where we will be
feeding into the European wide Roma
Strategy which is soon to be adopted by
the EU Institutions in the coming weeks.
In particular ITMB are keen to ensure
that the focus of the national strategies
is inclusive of Travellers as well as
Roma and that the policy guidance is
relevant to Travellers.




Policy: Dale Farm Campaign

ITMB have set up a petition in response
to Basildon Council’s decision to issue a
28 day eviction notice for the forced
removal of up to 300 residents from the
largest Traveller site in the UK at Dale
Farm, Essex.

ITMB are calling upon the PM to stop
the forced eviction until satisfactory and
culturally appropriate accommodation is
identified and secured. If the eviction
goes ahead, it will represent the largest
ever eviction of Gypsies and Travellers
in the UK.

There are particular concerns about the
impact of eviction on the welfare and
well being of up to 150 children and
vulnerable adults. ITMB met with the
Deputy Children’s Commissioner in
order to raise our concerns about the
seeming lack of provision for the

children and regarding our
dissatisfaction with assurances given by
Basildon Council in prior

correspondence with the Children’s
Commissioner. Following this meeting,
Basildon was then contacted by the
Office of the Children’s Commissioner
who expressed concern that the Council
has ‘no plan proposed for ensuring that
the health, welfare, education, housing
and other needs of the children involved
will be protected.’

The All Party Parliamentary Party for
Gypsy Roma Travellers has also
expressed serious concerns over the
planned eviction and has called on all
parties to find a long term sustainable
solution to the issue. The UN has also
expressed grave concerns about the
prospect of eviction

Basildon Council must abide by their
statutory equality duties and respect
Dale Farm residents’ rights to health
care, education and accommodation.

Any eviction will leave families homeless
and result in increased unlawful
encampments in Basildon and
elsewhere in the UK.
The cost of developing alternative sites
for the residents of Dale Farm would be
much less than the cost of the eviction.
Various figures have been quoted in the
press about the costs of the operation —
a minimum of £3M for the eviction and
£5M for the police and possibly twice as
much.

Basildon Council and Dale Farm
residents were previously involved in
mediation facilitated by the Equality and
Human Rights Commission. There is still
the opportunity to identify suitable land
which could meet the accommodation
needs of the Dale Farm residents. There
are opportunities for making alternative
provision through a Community Land
Trust scheme. We urge David Cameron
to intervene and ensure an alternative
and culturally appropriate solution is
found in order that the residents are not
forcibly and violently evicted from their
own land in Dale Farm.

Please sign our petition available online:

http://www.petitiononline.co
m/DaleFarm/petition.html

If anyone is interested in getting further
involved in the campaign please get Iin
touch.




Policy: Council of Europe meeting

ITMB were invited to meet the
delegation from the Council of Europe
Advisory Committee on the Ethnic
Minority Framework Convention during
their recent monitoring visit of the UK
which took place in March. At the
meeting, ITMB presented key concerns
in relation to current Government
policies which are adversely affecting
the GRT communities in the UK. ITMB
also highlighted the specific policy areas
where these policies have resulted in a
failure to comply with the particular
provisions of the Framework Convention
which the Government has signed up to.
In particular, this is demonstrated in the

areas of accommodation, education and
health. ITMB used the opportunity to
raise the particular case of Dale Farm
along with colleagues from the Human
Rights clinic at Essex law school who
were also in attendance at the meeting.
Following our meeting, the advisory
committee delegation then went directly
on a visit to Dale Farm. Feedback with
the delegates was extremely positive
following the meeting, and it is hoped
that this will result in a number of strong
concerns and recommendations about
the treatment of GRT communities in the
UK, in the forthcoming report they will
publish on the UK.

ITMB responds to My Big Fat Gypsy Wedding

Following the hugely popular series My
Big Fat Gypsy Wedding the Irish
Traveller Movement in Britain (ITMB)
called upon Channel 4 to give Britain’s
Gypsies and Travellers air time for a
right of reply.

ITMB Director, Yvonne MacNamara
described the Channel 4 documentary
series as having:

‘Left all of us extremely disappointed
and angry at the very narrow portrayal of
the Gypsy and Traveller communities.
We are hearing every day distressing
accounts from parents whose children
are being bullied and called names,
venue bookings being cancelled, we are
hearing about the deep sense of
embarrassment and shame many have
been left with by such a narrow,
misrepresentative and unjust portrayal
of their community and culture.’

In response to ITMB’s call for a right of
reply — and its widespread coverage in
national media — Channel 4 have agreed
to a meeting with Gypsies and
Travellers and representative
organisations.

ITMB believe the selective and extreme
examples used in the series need to be
contextualised and Britain’s Gypsy and
Traveller communities given the
opportunity to accurately and fairly
describe their diverse cultures and
beliefs.

A recent ITMB research report on
Gypsies and Travellers economic and
social inclusion highlighted the diverse
range of work and life experiences and
practices within the communities. Such
diversity of experience was sadly not
captured in My Big Fat Gypsy Wedding.




Policy:

Human Rights

—amily Day

On Tuesday 14th December, the Irish
Traveller Movement in Britain (ITMB) in
partnership with the British Institute of
Human Rights (BIHR) along with
Friends of the Earth (FOE) put on a
Traveller Community and Human Rights
Day at Westminster Catholic Cathedral
as part of the wider Human Rights and
poverty project between ITMB and
BIHR.

With approximately 50 people that
turned up including children, the day
was very successful. There was a
separate  room where children’s
activities were in full force!

This catered for around 20 children
where they were able to paint their
hands and make hand prints. The prints
were then joined together to make a
tree! Fairies for their Christmas trees
were also made as well as other
decorations for Christmas.

There was a mass said by Monsignor
John Arbitrage which was very engaging
in which he spoke directly on some of
the sensitive issues facing Travellers
today.

An interactive theatre piece was
performed on the day by Cardboard
Citizens which had really positive
feedback. The day also included
BIHR facilitating a session in the
afternoon along with Friends Of the
Earth  which led to interesting
discussions and lots of interaction with
the community members that attended
the day.

The event was also attended by a very
special guest known as Santa. Santa
joined in on the family day during lunch
with the children. As you can imagine
they were all excited about seeing him!
Each child received a present. There
were two Elves to assist Santa. There
was a good, Christmassy atmosphere.

Thank you to everyone who attended
the event....especially Santa!




Policy: CERD Update

ITMB are currently drafting the Shadow
Report which will be submitted to the UN
CERD committee in consideration of its
examination of the UK periodic reports
submitted by the British Government
earlier last year.

The drafting of the final report is being
guided by a national steering committee
comprised of experts including Lord
Avesbury, Lord Dubs, Arthur Ivatts OBE,
Prof Luke Clements, Brian Foster as
well as organisations  including
Runnymede and the British Institute of
Human Rights.

The report will closely follow and
address the policy areas that the
Government have referred to Travellers
in their submission and will include
accommodation, education, health,
Criminal justice as well as general
racism and discrimination of the GRT
communities including with reference to
the media.

Associated with this, ITMB are currently
in the process of sending out a
consultation to all of our stakeholders
asking for input into the report, in terms
of evidence or thoughts on the relevant
questions and issues which the report
should be addressing. We would be very
grateful for any input that any of our
stakeholders can give us for the report.

The report will be submitted in July for
consideration by the UN CERD
committee in its August session. It is
hoped that ITMB will be able to attend a
pre-booked lunchtime meeting with the
committee in Geneva as part of a
coalition of NGO’s which have secured a
slot to present our findings to them. We
have already met with the Irish
Representative on the CERD committee
who gave us valuable advice on the
report and the hearing process in
general.

Gypsy Roma Traveller All

A meeting of the APPG took place in
December, on the theme of human
rights and equality. At this meeting,
there were presentations given by the
Equality and Human Rights
Commission, the Derbyshire Gypsy
Liaison group and ITMB on various
equality issues facing Gypsies and
Travellers in the UK. ITMB in its
presentation, outlined the key work that
we are doing in raising these issues at

Party Parliamentary Group

the European and International level.
ITMB emphasised the importance of
ensuring accountability comes from the
International level when the UK
Government is not complying with its
legal obligations with regard to the
treatment of Gypsies and Travellers in
the UK. Related to this, ITMB gave the
group an update of the various initiatives
we are involved with and asked for
support from the members.




Policy:

Irish Traveller Movement in Britain launches major
new report: ‘Roads to success: Economic and Social

Inclusion for

An Irish Traveller Movement in Britain Report The | rish Trave | |er
Movement in
Britain (ITMB)
launched its major
new report on the
18™ November at
the Houses of
Parliament on
economic and
social inclusion for
Britain’s  Gypsies
and Travellers.

Roads to Success: Economic and Social
Incl llers

After 15 months of research and a
hundred interviews, the ‘Roads to
success’ report highlights the

Gypsies and

Travellers

achievements and positive and negative
experiences of Gypsies and Travellers
in various forms of work and
employment.

Yvonne MacNamara, Director of ITMB,
said ‘the report has explored and
highlighted the difficulties and barriers
experienced by the communities to
achieving economic inclusion, however,
it also shares and highlights the success
factors and values identified by the
communities in attaining economic
inclusion.’

For more information on the report go to
www.irishtraveller.org.uk

Gypsy/Traveller
census 2011: Stand
up and be counted

The next census is of great historical
importance for Irish Traveller
communities in England and Wales: for
the first time, the questionnaire will allow
people to mark their ethnic identity as
‘Gypsy or Irish Traveller’.

The new option for people to tick ‘Gypsy
or Irish Traveller has come after many
requests from Travellers and support
groups. With space on the forms limited,
while 20 new groups were considered

for recognition in the 2011 census, only
Travellers and Arabs were added. Some
people may be worried about providing
personal information, but no personal
information will be released for 100
years.

For people on sites, questionnaires will
be hand-delivered. A helpline and other
support are available for anyone who
needs it.

The team organising the census hopes
that Irish Travellers will not only
complete the census for the sake of their
families, but be proud to tick the box
marking their ethnic identity. For more
information, visit www.census.gov.uk



http://www.irishtraveller.org.uk/
http://www.census.gov.uk/

Policy:

Localism Bill

On December 13" 2010 the Coalition
Government released its Localism Bill,
the blue print for the Prime Ministers ‘Big
Society’. The Government have stated
that the BIll ‘will put an end to the
hoarding of power within central
government and top-down control of
communities, allowing local people the
freedom to run their lives and
neighbourhoods in their own way.’

While not wholly adverse to the concept
of ‘localism’, ITMB questions how
Gypsies and Travellers Human Rights to
accommodation, education and
healthcare will be protected under the
Government’s localism agenda. The
Equality and Human Rights Commission
(EHRC) has echoed similar concerns:

‘the Commission is concerned that with
more private bodies and community
groups taking on public service
provision, there is a risk that these
services may not in future be subject to
the fundamental protections contained in
the Human Rights Act (HRA) 1998, the
new Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED)
under the Equality Act 2010.’

ITMB believes there is a serious danger
that incidences of discrimination towards
the Gypsy and Traveller communities
could be exacerbated by certain
measures in the Localism Bill. For this
reason ITMB calls on the Government to
ensure Gypsies and Travellers and
other disadvantaged groups Human
Rights are fully protected and respected
under any future localism agenda.

ITMB research on Gypsy
Traveller Government
accommodation policy

ITMB are presently conducting an
exciting new research project into the
implications of the abolition of Regional
Strategies and the Government’s
localism agenda on Gypsy and Traveller
site provision. The research will cover all
local authorities in the regions of the
East of England, South East and South
West giving us a valuable indication of
national trends.

The research is in response to the
Governments plans to replace the
existing system for planning for Gypsies
& Travellers. The Government intends to
abolish Regional Strategies (often
referred to as Regional Spatial
Strategies) and replace them with a
locally based planning system through
the Localism Bill.

It also intends to replace ODPM Circular
1/06, Planning for Gypsy and Traveller
Caravan Sites (and CLG Circular 04/07,
Planning for Travelling Show people)
with ‘light touch guidance’ as part of the
proposed National Planning Policy
Framework.

The ITMB research aims to inform the
debate on how best to provide Gypsy
and Traveller sites by pulling together
evidence of the implications of the
planned changes to inform
representations to policy makers and
influence the shape of the re-engineered
system.




Capacity Building:
Project snapshots:

Harrow Traveller

Inter-agency Forum

Within Harrow Borough there is a large
population of Irish Travellers and there
is currently no Inter Agency Forum up
and running within the area, there was
an Inter Agency Forum in place prior to
this for a number of years which was
very productive and meant a better
understanding of  the Traveller
community, culture and their way of life,
as well as the community members
being more aware of the services they
were able to have access to. This Inter
Agency Forum sadly faded away
because of lack of funding meaning the
Traveller community took a step back
within Harrow and the Inter Agency
Forum was less encouraged and the
meetings stopped happening.

Over the last two year ITMB have
attended several meetings with service
providers and community members to
try and get this Inter Agency Forum re-
established. The service providers were
de motivated and the Travellers also lost
their passion and thought it was easier
to live with the gap between the two.

Harrow Council was holding events all
over Harrow for all different communities
and cultures. These events were called
Let's Talk, it gave people a chance to
come together and listen to some of the
things that affected them and their
community, have their say on the on the

issues and express their needs. ITMB
worked with service providers in Harrow
to hold an event which the Irish
Travellers could come and talk about
some of the issues they feel they face

within Harrow, as there is such a large
number of Irish Traveller within the
borough this was a great opportunity to
bring both sides together and make
those much needed links.

The event was held at The Harrow Civic
Centre on the 25" November 2010 there
wasn’t a large representation there from
the community for numerous reasons,
but the group that did turn up were really
positive and it was a really productive
meeting, there were all sorts of services
providers and authority figures there on
the day. Information was shared from
both sides meaning a positive outcome
was reached. As a result of the event
the Travellers found out what was
already going on within Harrow that they
could get involved.

Also, one of the ITMB interns, Tracy
Sherlock was offered a job and is now
the Parent Ambassador of Harrow for
Irish Travellers. This represents a great
success, as after three years of having
parent ambassadors for other ethnic
groups Tracy is the first for Irish
Travellers.

She works closely in two schools with
children from the Traveller community
and is hoping to help them celebrate
GRTHM which is in June by holding
events in Harrow for Irish Travellers,
also holding Intercultural events to raise
cultural awareness and community
cohesion
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Capacity Building:

The fourth meeting of the ITMB TSN
was held in mid December - much of the
discussion focused on the future of
Traveller Education in London, in the
current context of drastic budget cuts

It was strongly felt that it would be
appropriate and timely to convene a
special event - with the 16h March being

London Traveller Support Network

proposed - on this issue, and while
Traveller Education experts were still
around to share their own experiences

Much discussion at the Network meeting
related to what models of teaching and
school ethos could be most valuable
and accessible for school students from
Traveller communities across London -
discussion touched on whether the '
Free School ' model as proposed by the
Coalition could have any particular
bearing on their needs

It was agreed that this could be an
important part of the discussion at the
meeting in March

In terms of discussion about the future
of the LTSN itself - there was a strong
consensus from delegates that it
performed an important and useful role
as a safe place for professionals
supporting Travellers to share their
experiences and their concerns.

ITMB Chairman Fr Joe Browne and ITMB Director Yvonne MacNamara meet with
Prince Charles and the Duchess of Cornwall
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Capacity Building:
Pacesetters

After months of working on a project
with the Royal Free in Hampstead,
several Traveller Women in and around
North London are set to premier in a
new DVD all about maternity care. As
we go to press the top quality venue for
the launch was under wraps but it's sure
to be as glamorous as the participants
who made the project happen.

From young mums to grandmothers
Irish Traveller women have come
together on this unigue project to teach
health care professionals about the
culture and values of their community
and to inform other women from the
Travelling communities about their rights
and responsibilities when it comes to
maternity care.

The group got to see at firsthand the
Maternity and Labour wards and even

the emergency and special needs
facilities at the Royal Free Hospital.
While there was a light hearted
approach to some of the equipment in
the dedicated labour rooms it was a real
lesson for many of the women.

Even those who had already had
children learnt something about options
before and during the labour. One of
the highlights for the participants was a
visit from the British Red Cross who sent
over a hunky trainer to give us a one
day course in infant and child
emergency first aid!

It wasn’t just the Travellers who were
learning though; lots of dedicated
members of the Maternity department
gave up their lunch breaks for cultural
awareness and training sessions.
Developed and delivered by the

Travellers themselves the sessions are
dynamic and really got the staff thinking
about both their thoughts on Travellers
and how they could improve the service
they offer now they knew more.
Everyone single feedback form stated
that they had learned a lot and were
even more eager to learn more.

Watch this space for information on the
launch of the DVD related to the project
and more information on how to get
involved with the new Advocacy and
Community Health qualification.




Capacity Building:
Gypsy, Roma Traveller
History Month

2010 was a great year when it comes to
GRTHM. There was an amazing event
in Ealing which the Travellers organised
themselves. We had a national
competition called Travellers Got Talent;
heats were held across the country
showcasing the amazing talent amongst
the GRT communities, Travellers Got
Talent final was held at Gypsy art
festival at Stow market.

The BBC were there filming and people
could just relax and enjoy each other’'s
company and of course the talent. ITMB
had its national event called Pavee
Ceilidh, one in Manchester and one in
London. Both were a success and
brought Travellers and service providers
together, and gave lots of opportunities
to both sides to gain information and
network with each other. This year looks
to be no different from the years before
even promises to be more exciting.

Pavee Ceilidh as mentioned above is a
national event which ITMB arranges;
this year London’s event is to be held at
the beautiful and well located Arts

Pavilion Gallery, Mile End Arts Park.
There will be two weeks of nonstop
events celebrating GRTHM. Travellers
Gypsy and Roma will come from all over
to come to the traditional fair that will
take place. Through GRTHM we want to
let the community celebrate who they
are in a traditional fashion.

Birmingham will also be an exciting
place to be in June as ITMB will be
arranging another Pavee Ceilidh there
using a beautiful outside location. This
will  ensure there is a relaxed
atmosphere where people can come
together to celebrate who they are as
individuals as well as an ethnic group.
There will be music dancing, food and
drink and lot’s more.

Across the country Gypsy, Roma and
Travellers will be celebrating GRTHM,
there is to be another event taking place
in Ealing which looks to be a even
bigger success then it was last year now
it has had time to grow and be
publicised.

The Travellers themselves will be taking
the lead on this and is sure to have a
real religious and family feel to the day.
Travellers Got Talent will also be
happening again this year and will be a
brilliant opportunity for the community
members to showcase their talent once
again and battle it out to be the winner
of Travellers Got Talent 2011.

With the negative stereotypes that are
out there about Gypsy Roma and
Travellers it is important to have
GRTHM to show the real reason we are
an ethnic group, to come together
celebrate each other, relax and be
ourselves, get away from some of the
oppression and discrimination we face
day in day out.




Com

In this month’s newsletter Ann O’
Donnell writes about her experience
as an intern working for ITMB.

Hi my name is Ann O’Donnell | am an
Irish Traveller living in Hertfordshire with
my three girls. We have recently moved
into a house and become housed
Travellers. This for me after almost 20
years of living on caravan sites is taking
some adjusting too. | am currently in the
process of doing an L.L.B Law Degree
at Hertfordshire University and hope to
eventually qualify as a Batrrister.

| work on a voluntary basis within the
Gypsy and lIrish Traveller Communities
and | am a representative of the Irish
Traveller Community on several ethnic
minority groups and forums including
The Diversity Engagement Forum and
the Independent Advisory Group. | also
work with the Hertfordshire Police Gypsy
and Traveller Liaison Officer giving
cultural awareness presentations within
the force not only to help develop a
deeper understanding and to educate,
but also to encourage a better policing
strategy within the Gypsy and Traveller

munity Cornet

communities. We also work with other
organizations including local PCT’s and
Education staff as well as the Prison
Service.

| first became involved with ITMB in
August of last when | started their
Community Development Course. This
has been a very good learning curve for
me as it has enabled me to develop my
potential both personally and
professionally.

This course has also given me a deeper
understanding of my role within the
Travelling Communities in Hertfordshire.
| have since become a member of the
ITMB Advisory Group and have just
begun an Internship on their Policy
Team. On the Policy team we are in the
process of setting up a women’s forum.

| have also begun an Internship with the
Equality human Rights Commission
which on their legal team. Each of those
roles has empowered me to progress
within a working environment and to
work closely with Human Rights related
projects which | feel passionately about.

ITMB

My

Tracy Sherlock writes about how her
experience working as an intern for

has opened up other

opportunities...

name is Tracy Sherlock | am a

community development intern at ITMB.

| started in September and | am on the
accredited
course. I'm
interagency forum in harrow it was at
one of the meetings there that | met the

community  development
also involved in an

EMAS ethnic minority achievement
services and following this was offered a
job in Harrow as parent liaison
ambassador for the Irish travellers.l
started my new job in January and I'm
working with three different schools in
harrow at the moment.

It's a great experience for me and my
experience and knowledge | have
gained with ITMB has help me a lot in

the career choices | have made
throughout the last year and has got me
where I am today.
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ESRC Middlesex
and ITMB PhD

My name is Tracy Mullan, and | am a
PhD student at Middlesex University on
placement at the ITMB. | began at
Middlesex in October 2010, and before
then | was working as a solicitor in North
London, specialising in property law.

My legal training and knowledge of
planning procedures is proving very
valuable for my research subject, which
is looking at the effects repeated
evictions have on Travellers, and how
those effects are different for men,
women and children.

Later this year | am planning to interview
around 25 men and women to find out
their experiences of repeat eviction,
and/or failed settlement in rented
accommodation following homelessness
applications.

Although | am trying to keep an open
mind until then, | expect to be looking in
particular at the effects for men and
women on both physical health and
emotional well-being, pregnancy care for
young women, and access to education
for children.

| also intend to be on site during some
evictions, so | can see at firsthand what
it means to be a traveller faced with
forcible removal from property.

As preparation for doing my own
research | am reading about various
aspects of Travellers and evictions.

research project

For example, the legal processes of
eviction, the policy implications of
relevant legislation, reports on
Travellers' health, etc. The ITMB
‘archives' are proving to be a valuable
resource, particularly for policy literature.

| hope to be spending more time at the
ITMB office from March onwards, and
I'm also hoping to accompany ITMB
staff on visits to those sites which face
eviction, like Smithy Fen and Dale Farm.

In November of last year | was at
Portcullis House for the launch of the
report by ITMB on economic and social
inclusion for Gypsies and Travellers,
and also at the ITMB for the Conference
the next day. These two events were
very useful in terms of meeting valuable
contacts.

| also want to make some contribution to
the work the ITMB is doing, and have
become involved in the Community
Development course on healthcare.

Finally, if anyone wants to contact me,
either with suggestions for material to
include in the health pamphlet or about
their experience of evictions, my e-mail
address is:

tracymullan@irishtraveller.org.uk.



mailto:tracymullan@irishtraveller.org.uk
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Gypsy Traveller and Roma U‘F X

AdvocacyandConmmty 0
HealﬂlEmagementProgramne

Would you like to gain a real qualification?

b’bof),

Do you want to better the health of your
community?

What would you change in |

the NHS? ‘ )
Are you from the Gypsy Roma or Irish v
Traveller community?

Doyou want a place on our accredited
Health Course?

Starts.21:1.Eeb 2010.

e
Getin touch with us to find out more.
It is a great way to meetnew people,
find outwhatis already outthere and :
educate those in public services about your cditure.

Contactus to find out more information: \-/ —
Irish Traveller Movementin Britain
The Resource Centre 356 Holloway Road, London, N7 6PA

Tel: 0207 607 2002 info@irishtraveller.org.uk
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NATIONAL
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ITMB Staff:

Director: Yvonne MacNamara Yvonne@irishtraveller.org.uk

Capacity Building team
Sean Risdale (coordinator) sean@irishfraveller.org.uk

Grace O'Malley grace@irishtraveller.org.uk
Cassie marie McDonagh cassie@irishtraveller.org.uk
Julie Joyce Julie@irishtraveller.org.uk

Policy and Research Team:
Matthew Brindley matthew@irishtraveller.org.uk
Mairead Moore mairead@irishtraveller.org.uk

PhD Placement

Tracy Mullan fracymullan@irishtraveller.org.uk
Interns:

Ann O’ Donnell ann@irishtraveller.org.uk

Tracy Sherlock fracy@irishtraveller.org.uk

Operations Team:
Radmila Vujnovic (Manager) radmila@irishtraveller.org.uk
Sabrina Fahey (PQASSO) sabrina@irishiraveller.org.uk

If you would like to make any confributions to our
next issue or simply to make a comment on this
policy newsletter, please get in touch:

Editor: Mairead Moore

The Resource Cenftre, 356 Holloway Road,

London N7 6PA

Tel: 020 7607 2002 or Email:
mairead@irishifraveller.org.uk
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